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Wayne State University was created as a state institution by Act 183 of 1956, succeeding
Wayne University formerly operated by the Detroit Board of Education. The university was given
autonomous constitutional status by vote of the people of Michigan in the April 6, 1959, election.

Wayne State University is one of only 261 of the nation’s more than 2,100 four-year universities
and colleges that have been designated by the Carnegie Commission as research universities. Of
these 261 institutions only 151, including Wayne State University, are classified as “Doctoral/
Research Universities — Extensive.” To be included, a university must annually award 50 or more
doctoral degrees across at least 15 disciplines.

As a state institution of higher education, Wayne State University is less than 50 years old, but
several of its colleges are of long standing. The College of Education traces its history from 1881
and the School of Medicine from 1868. As a university, Wayne came into being in 1933, when the
Detroit Board of Education united the several institutions of higher learning under its jurisdiction.

The university has 12 schools and colleges, including the School of Business Administration;
College of Education; College of Engineering; College of Fine, Performing and Communication
Arts; Graduate School; Law School; College of Liberal Arts and Sciences; Eugene Applebaum
College of Pharmacy and Health Sciences; School of Social Work; College of Urban, Labor and
Metropolitan Affairs; College of Nursing; and School of Medicine.

Wayne State’s campus areas have grown to 205 acres and 96 major buildings. The main campus
is located at the junction of the Ford and the Lodge expressways in the University Cultural Center
area of Detroit. Five extension centers are located throughout the tri-county area. The university
offers four-year degree programs at University Center in Macomb County.

The university’s Medical Campus is located less than a mile from the Main Campus in the
Detroit Medical Center, which consists of 5 private and public hospitals. The School of Medicine
was recently awarded a ten-year, multi-million dollar contract by the National Institutes of Health
(NIH) to study the causes of infant mortality in the United States, making Wayne State the only
such center outside of NIH headquarters. Researchers at the School of Medicine annually attract
research grants and contracts totalling more than $100 million. The Center’s hospitals and clinics
serve as an educational facility for Wayne State students in medicine, nursing, pharmacy, and
social work, as well as health-related programs in the liberal arts.

A planned 75-acre WSU Research and Technology Park, adjacent to the main campus, will expand
technology transfer and commercialization activity while giving entrepreneurs access to Wayne
State’s scientists, research facilities, and other campus services. The campus is the academic
meeting ground for nearly 40,000 different individuals, including recent high school graduates,
community college transfers, graduate and professional students, businesspeople, professionals,
industrial workers, and retirees — all of whom have the common goal of learning. Eighty-nine
percent of WSU’s students are Michigan residents, 2 percent are from other states, and 9 percent
are from foreign countries. To insure proper coordination and course scheduling, Wayne State
works closely with community colleges and other educational institutions in southeast Michigan.

Wayne State University is accredited by the North Central Association of Colleges and Secondary
Schools, and university programs are accredited by the appropriate agencies.

Credit Enrollment (fall head count) 2002 2003 2004
On-campus and at extension centers  . . . . . . . . . . . 31,167 33,091 33,314

STATEMENT OF OPERATING REVENUES AND EXPENDITURES

Operating Revenues (all funds) 2002-2003 2003-2004
State Appropriations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $245,520,223 $216,865,900
Student Fees  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 147,743,350 167,720,877
Gifts, Grants and Contracts  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 267,267,482 283,574,137
Other Income  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 55,243,183 52,219,328

TOTAL REVENUES  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $715,774,238 $720,380,242

Operating Expenditures (all funds)
Instruction and Departmental Research  . . . . . . . . . $227,668,787 $235,202,452
Organized Research  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 148,101,861 156,311,728
Public Service  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 37,322,668 43,454,845
Student Services and Student Aid  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 74,974,319 77,406,718
Other Expenditures  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 184,838,270 183,716,060
Transfers (mandatory and other)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35,949,710 39,682,285

TOTAL EXPENDITURES  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $708,855,615 $735,774,088

Source: Wayne State University Consolidated Financial Statements and Supplemental Information.


